tVUSTIELD  SCOTT  HANCOCK.
Contravention of the law, as amended and defined in the act of July 19, 1867.
The Major-General Commanding also dissents from various other points in the construction given to the disqualifying clauses of the acts in question, as shown by the "Memoranda " referred to ; but he will add nothing further to what he has already" said on the subject, because his individual opinions cannot rightfully have, and ought not to have, any influence upon the Boards of Registration in the discharge of the duties expressly imposed upon and intrusted to them by these acts of Congress as they now stand. The Boards of Eegistration are bodies created by law with certain limited but well-defined judicial powers. It is made their especial duty " to ascertain, upon such facts as they can obtain, whether any person applying is entitled to be registered" under the acts. Their decisions upon the cases of individual applicants are final as to the right, unless appeals are taken, in the proper form, and carried before competent superior authority for revision ; and, like the members of ordinary courts engaged in the exercise of judicial functions, it is the bounden duty of the members of the Boards of Eegistration to decide upon the questions as to the right of any applicant, on the facts before them, and in obedience to the provisions of the law.
Since the passage of the act of July 19, 1867, it is not only the right, but the solemn duty of the members of these Boards, each for himself, and under the sanction of his oath of office, to interpret the provisions of the acts from which the authority of the Boards was derived, and to decide upon each case according to the best of his own judgment.
The distribution of the above 'c Memoranda" was well calculated to produce the impression in the minds of the members of Boards of Registration, that they constituted rules prescribed to them for their government in the dis- the Command-ing General, only an error of construction, would now t>Q $or standing by Mrs, Surratt in her terrible ordeal. I my*the purpose of said trial and attendance
